
Teacher: Mrs. Hammock
Email: hammockj@mcnairy.org

Welcome to Honors Biology! In order to proceed in this course, you must complete the following Summer Assignment and turn it in on the
first day of school, regardless of which semester you have Biology. During the first week of school, you will be given a Test covering this content. The
flashcards and handout will count as an assignment grade and the Test as an assessment grade. Due to the amount of content that needs to be
covered during the class, the summer assignment introduces terms that will help during the year and cover a topic that should be a review for all
students - SYMBIOSIS.

Part 1: Letter of Introduction
● Send me an email at hammockj@mcnairy.org to introduce yourself.
● Make sure that you put “Honors Biology Introduction to ______________” (Your name would go in the blank.)
● Begin your email with a formal salutation, like “Mrs. Hammock,”
● Now introduce yourself and tell me a little bit about yourself. You do not have to answer all of the following questions, but the

more you do answer, the better I’ll get to know you!
○ What do you like to do? (Hobbies, Sports, Music, Interests, Etc.)
○ Do you have a job?
○ Tell me a little bit about what is important to you - friends, family, pets, etc.
○ What did you like about your previous science classes?
○ What was the last book you read for fun?
○ What are you looking forward to the most in Honors Biology? What are you most anxious about in Honors Biology? What motivated

you to sign up? What do you expect to get out of the class? (PLEASE ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS!!)
○ Give an honest assessment of your current learning skills, your strengths and weaknesses, your approach to homework, your attitude

towards exams, your attendance pattern, and your own integrity. (PLEASE ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS!!)
○ What are your career goals and college dreams?

Part 2: Science Vocabulary Flashcards
For this portion of the Summer Assignment, you will create flashcards for the following 20 vocabulary terms. These are terms that we will use quite
frequently during the semester. Each flashcard should have the vocabulary word on one side and the definition on the other side. I highly recommend
using https://www.biologydictionary.net to get your definitions since some words may have multiple meanings. You want to make sure that you have
the biological definition.

● Monomer
● Polymer
● Chemical Reaction
● Products/Reactants
● Activation Energy
● Catalyst
● Enzyme
● Prokaryote
● Eukaryote
● Autotroph

● Heterotroph
● ATP
● Photosynthesis
● Chemosynthesis
● Cellular Respiration
● Aerobic Respiration
● Anaerobic Respiration
● Biotic
● Abiotic
● Homeostasis
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Part 3: Ecology
For this portion of the Summer Assignment, you will read the attached article, “Ecology Vocabulary: Interactions Within the
Environment” and complete the questions on the back. You will have a vocabulary TEST that includes these words along with your
flashcard words during the first week of your Biology class.

Part 4: Symbiosis Project - Wanted Ad
For this portion of the Summer Assignment, you will create a Symbiosis Wanted Ad. Using your knowledge of Mutualism, Parasitism,
and Commensalism, choose from the list attached a set of organisms that have a close relationship. The directions for the Project are
also attached.



Again, you will submit your completed Flashcards, Ecology Vocabulary Handout, and Symbiosis Wanted Ad to me during the first day of
school. Even if you have Honors Biology during the second semester, you will still need to turn in those things during the first day of
school. You will then have a TEST over the Flashcards and Ecology Vocabulary during the first week of your Biology class.

Enjoy your Summer! Please email me if you have any questions!
Mrs. Hammock
hammockj@mcnairy.org
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